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WINDOW SHOPPING
Denae Carter
The mannequin at the department store
Catches the eye of every woman in town
I know you’re thinking dirty thoughts of me he says
They are
They crowd to stare at his lean muscles,
Painted pink lips and dark eyelashes
He winks and their bodies go limp
I’d love to know you he whispers
The women dream of rescuing him from behind the glass
I’d be happy with just a leg one lady thinks
I would be fine with only a toe promises another
But the crowd grows too large to share one plastic man
And the women remember their men at home
Warm, alive, waiting
They walk away wondering how it might feel
To be touched by a cool, sleek hand
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